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Dr.  Loron Benton,  Research Assistant Professor of  WGST 
Research Areas:  Black women’s  cultural  product ion and pol i t ica l  t radit ions in  the
twentieth and twentieth-f i rst  centur ies ,  B lack feminist  theory,  womanist  theory and
theology,  affect  theory,  queer  theory,  women of  color  feminisms,  and the
intersect ions between sexual i ty ,  creat iv ity ,  and spir i tual i ty .

Dr.  Loron Benton is  a  Research Assistant Professor in the Department of  Women’s and
Gender Studies and an inaugural  member of  the Bridge to Faculty Program in the
Col lege of Arts & Sciences at  the University of  South Carol ina.  She earned her Bachelor
of Arts in Engl ish and Women’s Studies at  Emory University ,  became a middle school
reading teacher,  and later  completed her Master of  Arts in Women’s Studies at  Georgia
State University where she received the Outstanding Graduate Student Award.  Dr.
Benton earned her Ph.D.  in Gender Studies from the University of  Cal i fornia ,  Los
Angeles and her dissertat ion—"Inter ior  Spaces,  Spir i tual  Traces:  Theoriz ing the Erot ic  in
the Cultural  Works and Creat ive Lives of  Black Women Writers and Art ists ,  1930-
1970”—is an interdiscipl inary study of the theoret ical  ut i l i ty of  Lordean erot ics as an
epistemological  source for spir i tual  and pol it ical  power.  Dr.  Benton’s  2023 art ic le
“Dripping in Molasses:  Black Feminist  Nostalgia and Kara Walker 's  A Subtlety” examines
the art ist ic  and histor ic  br icolage of sugar ,  s lavery,  memory,  and mammy in Walker ’s
2014 publ ic  art  instal lat ion and is  publ ished in a special  issue on Black nostalgia in the
Cultural  Studies Journal .

Dr.  Dawn Campbel l ,  Senior Instructor of  WGST & Undergraduate Director of  WGST 
Research Areas:   Gender-based v io lence,  with an emphasis  on the impact  of  gender  and
culture norms and socia l  movements  in  contemporary contexts       

Dr.  Campbel l  is  a  senior instructor and currently serves as undergraduate director in
Women’s and Gender Studies.  Dr.  Campbel l 's  research interest  and area of  expert ise
includes gender-based violence,  with an emphasis  on the impact of  cultural  norms
and socia l  movements within contemporary contexts .  She designs onl ine and
classroom curr icula and implements a var iety of  pedagogical  pract ices.  She serves as
internship coordinator and the WGST 112 textbook editor .  

Dr.  Cara Delay,  Professor of  Women’s  and Gender Studies 
Research Areas:   Health,  Gender ,  and Culture in  Europe and the United States ,  with a
focus on reproduct ion,  pregnancy,  and chi ldbirth.  

Dr.  Cara Delay,  Professor of  Women’s and Gender Studies at  the University of  South
Carol ina,  holds degrees from Boston Col lege and Brandeis  University.  Her research
analyzes health,  gender,  and culture in Europe and the United States,  with a part icular
focus on reproduction,  pregnancy,  and chi ldbirth.  Her award-winning body of
scholarship includes more than 30 scholar ly journal  art ic les and chapters .  She is  a lso
author or co-author of  Women,  Reform, and Resistance in Ireland,  1850-1950
(Palgrave) ,  I r ish Women and the Creat ion of Modern Cathol ic ism, 1850-1950
(Manchester) ,  Birth Control :  What Everyone Needs to Know (Oxford) ,  and Catching Fire:
Women’s Health Activ ism in Ireland and the Global  Movement for Reproductive Just ice
(Oxford) .  She teaches courses in women’s health,  women’s history,  and reproduction.
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Dr.  Mann is  a  sociologist  whose research focuses on sexual i t ies and reproduction.
These emphases are connected through an emphasis  on sexual  and reproductive health,
r ights ,  and just ice;  healthcare and medicine;  and intersect ional  socia l  and health
inequal it ies .  Her work uses qual i tat ive research methods to examine how health
promotion efforts unfold in var iety of  inst itut ional  contexts and explore how structural ,
inst itut ional ,  interpersonal ,  and individual  factors shape the socia l  regulat ion and
decis ion making of people of  reproductive age regarding sex,  pregnancy,  chi ldbirth,
contraception,  and parenthood.  In part icular ,  her work centers adolescent and young
women,  economical ly  and racia l ly  marginal ized women,  and LGBTQ+ people.  Her
scholarship has been publ ished in journals  such as Contraception,  Crit ical  Publ ic  Health,
Gender & Society,  Sexual i ty Research & Social  Pol icy,  and Symbol ic  Interact ion.  

Dr.  Emily Mann,  Associate Professor of  Health Promotion,  Education,  and Behavior
and WGST
Research Areas:  Gender  and sexual i ty  studies ,  feminist  studies  of  health and medic ine,
reproduct ive just ice ,  LGBTQ health,  qual i tat ive methods

Dr.  Ed Madden,  Professor of  Engl ish and WGST
Research Areas:  Sexual i ty  studies  & I r ish studies ,  I r ish  mascul in it ies ,  gay rugby,  I r ish
l i terature ,  poetry

Dr.  Madden's  scholarship fa l ls  at  the intersect ion of Ir ish studies and sexual i ty studies,
with recent publ icat ions on queer migrant writ ing,  queer archives,  and gay rugby.  He
has also publ ished f ive books of  poetry.  He is  currently juggl ing three projects:  a  study
of queer and marginal  mascul init ies in Ir ish culture;  a  memoir  based in part  in his
residency in Brazi l ,  and a new col lect ion of poetry.

Dr.  Kathryn Luchok,  Senior Instructor of  WGST & Graduate Director of  WGST 
Research Areas:  Global  women's  health ,  gender  and health,  reproduct ive health,  health
equity ,  d ivers ity  and inc lus ion

Dr.  Luchok's  expert ise is  in medical  and appl ied anthropology and she is  cross trained
in Anthropology and Publ ic  Health.  She special izes in women’s reproductive health,
pregnancy,  chi ldbirth and the postpartum, maternal  and chi ld health,  and health
equity.  Her work is  interdiscipl inary and she has research experience in the US,  Togo,
Nigeria and Nepal .  She is  very engaged in the community serving as a technical
advisor to Women’s Rights and Empowerment Network,  a  featured speaker at  Save the
Chi ldren Action Network events ,  a  speaker at  Rotaract Carol ina and Timmy Global
Health events ,  a  member of  the SC Birth Outcomes Init iat ive,  and a member of  the
State Al l iance for Adolescent Sexual  Health in SC.
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Dr.  Leah McClimans,  Professor of  Phi losophy and WGST
Research Areas:   Feminist  phi losophy,  phi losophy of  medic ine,  medical  ethics
Leah McClimans is  Professor in the Department of  Phi losophy at  the University of  South
Carol ina and co-director of  the Ann Johnson Inst itute for Science,  Technology & Society.
She received her PhD at the London School  of  Economics in 2007.  She has authored
numerous art ic les on measurement in qual i ty-of- l i fe research,  medical  ethics and the
entanglement of  ethics and evidence.  Her f i rst  monograph,  Pat ient-Centered
Measurement:  Ethics ,  Epistemology,  and Dialogue in Contemporary Medicine was
publ ished with Oxford University Press in 2024.  Before coming to the University of
South Carol ina Leah had a post-doctoral  fe l lowship at  the University of  Toronto’s  Joint
Centre for Bioethics (2006-2007) .  She has a lso held an Ethox Research Fel lowship
(2009-2011) at  the University of  Warwick Medical  School  and a Marie Curie ASSISTID
Fel lowship (2016-2018) at  the University Col lege Cork School  of  Nursing.



Core Faculty
Dr.  Flora Oswald,  Professor of   WGST
Research Areas:  l iberat ion through a feminist  lens ,  health d ispar it ies ,  abol i t ionist  pol i t ics ,
and sexual  l iberat ion 

Dr.  Oswald’s  program of research focuses broadly on l iberat ion through a feminist  lens,
with specif ic  areas of  interest  including:  (1)  l iberat ing marginal ized group members from
health dispar it ies through a focus on socia l  determinants of  health;  (2)  fat  l iberat ion and
upward resistance among fat  people;  (3)  abol it ionist  pol i t ics  and l iberat ion from carceral
systems;  and (4)  sexual  l iberat ion,  part icular ly l iberat ing marginal ized group members
from systems of sexual ized violence.  

In addit ion to this  work,  Dr.  Oswald is  interested in feminist  methodologies,  feminist
phi losophies of  science,  and feminist  metascience,  part icular ly in the context of  the open
science movement.  Dr.  Oswald’s  research has been supported by funders including the
Social  Sciences and Humanit ies Research Counci l  of  Canada,  the Relat ionship
Researchers Interest  Group,  Women and Gender Equal i ty Canada,  the McCourtney
Inst itute for Democracy,  and the Connecticut Inst itute for the Brain and Cognit ive
Sciences.
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Dr.  Sklaroff 's  research special izes in the ways that cultural  inst itut ions shape identity
formation.  She is  author of  B lack Culture and the New Deal :  The
Quest  for  Civ i l  R ights  in  the Roosevelt  Era  (University of  North Carol ina Press,  2009) and
Red Hot Mama:  The L i fe  of  Sophie  Tucker  (University of  Texas Press,  2018) as wel l  as
several  art ic les and book reviews.  Her work has appeared in the Los Angeles Times,
Salon.com, the Chicago Tribune and several  other media outlets as wel l  as the Journal
of  American History and American Quarter ly .  Her research has been supported by the
Smithsonian,  the New York Publ ic  L ibrary,  and the National  Endowment for the
Humanit ies .
 
Her new book project ,  Bohemian Kings:  The Making of  Queer  Art ist ic  Cohorts  in  Modern
America  traces the formation of art ist ic  cohorts featur ing some of America’s  most
famous music ians,  writers ,  actors and f i lmmakers in the period from 1930-1970.
Posit ioning the central i ty of  queer identity at  the center of  the research,  Dr.  Sklaroff
explores the formation of personal  and professional  networks,  the hierarchies of  art ,
and the impact of  the Red Scare on socia l  act iv ism. 

Dr.  Lauren Sklaroff ,  Professor of  History and WGST
Research Areas:  History of  American popular  culture ,  History of  gender  and sexual i ty ,
History of  race and ethnic ity  in  Modern America

Dr.  Leland Spencer,  Professor and Chair  of  WGST 
Research Areas:  feminist  rhetor ic ,  gender ,  sexual i ty ,  and gender  ident ity ,  and re l ig ious
communicat ion.  

Dr.  Leland Spencer has been studying gender and sexual i ty for  over two decades with a
focus on feminist  rhetoric  as wel l  as gender and sexual i ty in communicat ion.
 
His teaching experience includes Mult icultural  Women in the US,  Women and Difference,
and Intro to LGBT Studies.  His  research includes four books:  Transgender
Communicat ion Studies;  Women Bishops and Rhetorics of  Shalom; Campuses of  Consent;
and Rape,  Agency,  and Carceral  Solut ions in addit ion to several  art ic les in journals  l ike
Quarter ly Journal  of  Speech,  Journal  of  Homosexual i ty ,  Women’s Studies in
Communicat ion,  and Women & Language.  He has earned research awards from the
National  Communicat ion Associat ion,  the Southern States Communicat ion Associat ion,
and the Organizat ion for the Study of Communicat ion,  Language,  and Gender.



Dr.  Suzanne Swan,  Professor of  Psychology and WGST
Research Areas:  Interpersonal  and dat ing v io lence,  sexual  v io lence,  and drugging

Dr.  Swan is  a  Professor in the Departments of  Women’s and Gender Studies and
Psychology.  Dr.  Swan received her PhD in Social  and Personal i ty Psychology with a
Minor in Women's Studies from the University of  I l l inois .  Dr.  Swan's  program of research
fol lows the tradit ion of Kurt  Lewin's  dictum that "there is  nothing so pract ical  as a good
theory" .  Her research focuses on 1)  health dispar it ies ,  part icular ly as related to the
COVID-19 pandemic,  and 2)  gender-based violence,  especial ly  int imate partner violence,
sexual  v iolence,  and drugging ( i .e . ,  administer ing a drug or a lcohol  to someone without
their  knowledge or consent) .  In a landmark study,  Dr.  Swan and col leagues found that 1
in 13 col lege students reported that they had been drugged,  and 1.4% of students
reported drugging someone or knowing a drugger (Swan et a l . ,  2017) .  In the f i rst
empir ical  study in which individuals  who have drugged others are interviewed,  Dr.  Swan
and col leagues use the Theory of  Coercive Actions to understand druggers ’  motives
(Swan et a l . ,  in  progress) .  Common motives found in the study include excitement
(drugging others “for fun”) ,  compl iance (making the drugged person do what the drugger
wants) ,  and socia l  identity (drugging someone to establ ish an identity ,  such as
mascul inity) .  The ult imate goal  of  Dr.  Swan’s  research is  to create knowledge that wi l l
i l luminate solut ions for the problems of health dispar it ies and gender-based violence
and the suffer ing they cause.  Dr.  Swan teaches courses in Graduate and Undergraduate
Social  Psychology and Women's Health.
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Core Faculty

Teaching Faculty

Dr.  Baskin-Waters ,  associate editor of  Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies
112 (2021) ,  is  a  member of  the teaching faculty of  the Department of  Women’s and
Gender Studies at  the University of  South Carol ina.  She currently is  a  member of  the
Col lege of Arts and Sciences Alumni Counci l  and the Carol ina Guardian Society.  The
local  community recently honored her with the prest ig ious Tr ibute to Women in
Industry (TWIN) Award for Education given by the Palmetto Center for  Women. In
2015,  she establ ished a lectureship ser ies in the Department of  Women’s and Gender
Studies and in 2020 she partnered with the USC Library System to establ ish the
Archiving South Carol ina Women project to col lect  and preserve the papers of  South
Carol ina women act iv ists .  Dr.  Baskin-Waters is  currently teaching a service- learning
sect ion of WGST Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies 112 in the South
Carol ina Honors Col lege.  

Dr.  Mary Baskin-Waters,  Teaching Faculty of  WGST
Research Areas:  Civ ic  responsib i l i ty ,  serv ice- learning,  Archiv ing South Carol ina Women
Col lect ion

Dr.  Annie Boiter-Jol ley,  Teaching Faculty of  WGST
Research Areas:  Gender  and pol i t ics ,  inc lus ion and representat ion,  pol i t ica l ,  feminist  and
democrat ic  theory,  socia l  movements ,  the gender  pol i t ics  of  the US South

Dr.  Boiter-Jol ley is  an adjunct professor in the Department of  Women’s and Gender
Studies.  Her research interests and areas of  expert ise include gender and pol it ics;
inclusion and representat ion;  pol i t ical ,  feminist ,  and democrat ic  theory;  socia l
movements;  and the gender pol i t ics  of  the US South.  Dr.  Boiter-Jol ley regular ly teaches
WGST 112,  but one of her favorite c lasses to teach is  WGST 298 -  Contemporary
Gender Issues in Law and Order:  SVU. She also teaches courses in American Pol it ics
and Pol it ical  Theory in the Department of  Pol it ical  Science.



Dr.  Rebecca Weissman,  Teaching Faculty of  WGST
Research Areas:  Intersect ional i ty ,  cr i t ica l  l i teracy,  mult icultural  educat ion,
the history of  white  supremacy in  educat ion in  the south

Dr.  Weissman has taught Women’s and Gender Studies and Educational  Studies
courses at  numerous universit ies including The University of  South Carol ina and
Washington and Lee University.  Her research areas include intersect ional i ty ,  cr i t ical
l i teracy,  mult icultural  education,  and the history of  white supremacy in education in
the south.  Her recent publ icat ions include "The role of  white supremacy amongst
opponents and proponents of  mass school ing in the South during the Common School
era" in Paedagogica Histor ica and "Alternat ives in Assessing Mental  Health Care
Disparit ies Using the Behavioral  Risk Factor Survei l lance System" in Health Equity .

Teaching Faculty

Dr.  Nima Yolmo,   Teaching Faculty of  WGST
Research Areas:  Economic Anthropology,  Dig ita l  F inance,  Gender ,  Feminism,
Labor ,  Peace &Conf l ict  Studies ,  South-Asia
Dr.  Yolmo has taught Women’s and Gender Studies and Anthropology at  UC-Irvine and
the University of  South Carol ina.  She received her PhD of Anthropology from the
University of  Cal i fornia-  Irv ine with a focus on Graduate Feminist  Emphasis  and Cr it ica l
Theory Emphasis .   She is  the author of ,  Central  Bank Dig ita l  Currency:  Impl icat ions for
Credit  Unions,  F i lene Credit  Union,  “Global izat ion and Outsourcing” ,  and “Dig it ized money
transact ions and cultures  of  mal l ing:  Frauds and debt-making in  2014 New Delhi . ”  Dr.
Yolmo currently teaches WGST 112,  with a heavy focus on Feminist  Theory and
Anthropology.  

Dr.  Annette D.  Madlock (Ph.D. ,  Howard University)  is  an independent scholar  and
entrepreneur.  She currently serves on the board of the Organizat ion for the Study of
Communicat ion Language and Gender and is  the President of  the Rel ig ious
Communicat ion Associat ion.  Madlock is  an experienced speaker who has given many
national  and internat ional  presentat ions and workshops.

As an award-winning author,  speaker,  and educator ,  Dr.  Madlock's  work has appeared
in the American Medical  Associat ion's  Journal  of  Ethics ,  the Journal  of  Women and
Language,  Women's Studies in Communicat ion,  FIRE,  the Mult imedia Journal  for  Black
Studies,  var ious Sage Encyclopedias ,  and other peer-reviewed works.  Her notable
publ icat ions include Health Communicat ion and Breast  Cancer Among Black Women:
Culture,  Identity ,  Spir i tual i ty ,  and Strength (Lexington) ;  Communicat ing Women's
Health:  Socia l  and Cultural  Norms that Inf luence Health Decis ions (editor ,  Routledge) ;
and Womanist  Ethical  Rhetoric :  A Cal l  for  L iberat ion and Social  Just ice in Turbulent
Times (co-editor) .  Dr.  Madlock also served as the Journal  of  Communicat ion and
Rel ig ion guest editor .

Recent work includes book chapters "Womanism and Phenomenology as Dialogic Lens."
In I .  Sayrak,  J .  Harden Fr itz ,  and K.  L .  Majocha (Eds) ,  Dialogic Edit ing in Academic and
Professional  Writ ing:  Engaging the Trace of the Other (Routledge)  and "A Womanist
Ethic of  Care and Semioethics:  Shared Ethical  and Moral  Expression."  In S.  Petr i l l i  & S.
Mancino (Eds) ,  Communicat ion,  Dialogue,  and Responsibi l i ty :  Semioethic Approaches
(Taylor & Francis) .

Dr.  Anette Madlock,  Teaching Faculty of  WGST
Research Areas:  health communicat ion,  gender ,  culture ,  sp ir i tual i ty ,  and womanist
approaches to ethics  and socia l  just ice  
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